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but killed their leader, a man who had the reputation of
being " proof" against shot and steel. Such reputations
are almost as common in these regions now as they were in
the highlands of Scotland in the seventeenth century;
but (in spite of the local facilities) the possessors of such
immunity are not held to have acquired it by direct compact
with the Evil One, like Claverhouse and Dalziel, but to have
been born with it in course of nature. Mirza Agha, the
Kurd in question, certainly did his best to live up to his
character ; for though he received three wounds that would
each have been fatal to most men (two in the head, and one
in the body) he did not die until the fifth day after the
battle.
This comrade of his was not disposed to take vengeance
(as might perhaps have been expected) on all and sundry
Englishmen for the loss of his arm. Having expressed
his sense of what was befitting, and provided us with
an instance of the survival of tribal responsibility, for
which as students of history we were bound to be grate-
ful to him, he went on his way and we saw him no
more.
Gradually our relations with our neighbours improved. It
is difficult to keep up malice against a man who provides
good " English salt'" (quinine) ; and thus folk became
interestingly, but almost inconveniently, friendly. What
ought one to do, when the wife of a Kurd, who has got into
trouble with his Agha, asks for your intercession; and all
the Christians in the neighbourhood, as well as the man's own
friends, assure you that the object of their prayer is a very
good and charitable man, barring the fact .that he commits
murders occasionally ? What is the really " fit and beautiful"
in the following cause matrimonial, when the applicants
come and throw themselves in the.road at your horse's
feet, and declare that you are welcome to ride over them,
but get up they will not, till you have promised them
redress ?
Jevdet, a worthy Kurd of Ghara (outlaw, of course, like
every man in that happy Alsatia), betrothed his daughter
Amin to a neighbour, Tewfik, in settlement of a debt owed